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12 July I960 


MEMORANDUM FOR; Director, Photographic Intelligence Center 

SUBJECT ; Proposal for Simulation of the Use of the 

SAMOS System 


1. I assume that by simulation the author of this proposal 
means what same of us would call gaming, war gaming or an operational 
analysis exercise. 

2. As our requirements paper indicated the next two years are 
critical from an intelligence standpoint and operational use of 
the system should not be delayed for theoretical exercises such as 
this. It seems clear to me that the intelligence community has 
had a great deal more experience with the use of photography in 
answering intelligence questions than the author of the proposal 

is aware of and a group such as he proposes is not likely to learn 
what we already know through such an exercise. Furthermore, EL 1ST 
is of sufficiently low priority as to downgrade the values and 
economies that the author contemplates in this field. 

3. If, in spite of these and other possible objections a 
simulation exercise is conducted, I feel very strongly that CIA 
and other members of the intelligence community should be included 
as active participants. If there is not adequate intelligence 
representation I would expect the exercise to be an even bigger 
waste of time. 

STAT 


V. A. TIDWELL 

Assistant to the DD/l (Planning) 
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